THE MASTER AND THE NEW AGE
false belief, cherished by many uninformed people that the
Shastras, that are old and fossilised and covered with
lichen, being written down in the hazy past by inspired
saints with the freshness of the early world upon them,
cannot be for all times. 'The present age may be
characterized as the age of criticism—a criticism to which
everything is obliged to submit ; Religion on the ground
of its sacredness, and Law on the ground of its majesty, not
uncommonly attempt to escape this necessity. But by
such efforts, they inevitably awaken a just suspicion of the
soundness of their foundation and also lose all their claim
to the unfeigned homage paid by Reason to that, which
has shown itself able to stand the test of free enquiry/7
Substitute 'the Scriptures' for 'Religion' in the above
passage and you get a peep into Vijaykrishna's mind.
Both then and always afterwards, Vijaykrishna asked
everybody to place implicit faith in the Shastras, but also see
if all the doctrines of the Shastras he had picked up, belong
to the world of explicable phenomena. Or, in other words,
he should approach the Shastras with 'a Faith that
enquiries'.   To those sceptically inclined and very
unwilling to bow down to scriptural authority, which every
disciple of his must always do, (not certainly like one
kissing the feet of an oriental despot, but with a clear head
and a moving heart) the Master cited the fine parable of one
who foolishly dug a well for himself, while there was a pond
in close proximity. The Master's instructions as to the need
of Shastric guidance were exactly like the teachings of Sree
Chaitanya on the same point in His discourse to Sanatan
(related in the Eighteenth Chapter of Sree Chaitanya
Charitamrita, Madhya-lila). Thus proceeded Sree Chaitanya
(in Prof. Jadu Nath Sarkar's translation), "If under the
teaching of true scripture, a man turns to Krishna, he is
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